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1: Pratima Beauty Programme with the Pratham Education Foundation
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The Pratima Beauty Programme was conceived as both a vocational training initiative and a vehicle for social transformation. Grounded in brand research, the design
process paid careful attention to aesthetics that would resonate with women in Mumbai’s urban slums: bold, legible typefaces, warm yet aspirational colour palettes,
and imagery reflecting dignity and independence. This deliberate visual identity sought to move beyond stereotypes.

A key extension of the programme was the design of a mobile Health Check Van that travelled to remote geographies such as Jharkhand and villages in Himachal
Pradesh. The van functioned as both a healthcare hub and a cultural space—offering workshops on women'’s health, distributing free sanitary products, and displaying
translated verses of Maya Angelou’s poetry translated to Hindi, affirming the universality of women'’s resilience. By embedding literature within public health
outreach, the van bridged practical service with symbolic affirmation, making health literacy an entry point into broader conversations on rights and dignity.

This programme demonstrated how vocational training, design research, and cultural expression can converge into a model of feminist entrepreneurship rooted in
accessibility and creativity.
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This approach shifted how women in the community saw themselves — not as trainees in need, but as entrepreneurs with dignity. The programme
was later referenced in local women'’s collectives as a model for combining vocational skills with cultural affirmation. Campaign materials were
also used by field trainers as part of the mobilisation teams, across states to advocate for women'’s rights to independent livelihood:s.



2: Skill Sakhis Social Media Campaign

#BreakingStereotypes
#UnlearningBiases

Objective: Skill Sakhis was developed as a narrative-driven social media campaign under the Pratham Institute’s vocational skilling initiatives. It sought
to amplify the voices of women whose lives had been transformed through training and entrepreneurial support. The campaign documented “success
stories” across sectors—from beauty and tailoring to healthcare and automotive—foregrounding women’s agency rather than portraying them as passive
beneficiaries.

Each post combined portrait photography with concise yet powerful testimonials, reinforcing relatability while inspiring donor and volunteer
engagement. Rashmika'’s story, for instance, underscored how access to vocational education enabled her to advocate for girls’ right to independence
and learning. By curating these stories across platforms, Skill Sakhispositioned women not only as recipients of training but as advocates and leaders
within their communities.

The campaign exemplified digital advocacy by transforming programmatic data into compelling human stories that traveled across audiences, bridging
grassroots realities with urban and international publics.
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16 States

435 Cities

100 Centers
22000 Trainees

These stories were used by field teams in donor presentations and training sessions, the fundraising teams for donor
onboarding, and CSR engagement to amplify women'’s leadership narratives across multiple states.

Additionally, for many participants, seeing their story online was itself a recognition of their agency and advocacy.



3: Projects with Gateway House: Indian Council on Global Relations
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TGATEWAY HOUSE

= by Amit Bhandari
GAT t WAY HOU Sﬁ Fellow, Energy & Environment Studies

At Gateway House: Indian Council on Global Relations, | contributed to the organisation’s research-to-public engagement pipeline by shaping how complex policy analysis

was communicated to diverse audiences. My role spanned editing, layout design, and data visualisation across a portfolio of publications that addressed pressing
geopolitical and economic issues.

Working with subject-matter experts, | ensured that content was not only rigorous but also accessible. For reports such as ‘The Methane Economy’ and ‘Petrodollar,
Petrorupee’, | developed clear layouts and infographics that distilled dense scientific and financial data into visual formats, enabling policymakers, industry stakeholders, and

the general public to grasp implications at a glance. Similarly, for analyses on Cybersecurity Threats and the global ramifications of the Pulwama Sanctions, | refined
language for clarity and impact while embedding charts and graphics that highlighted patterns of risk and response.

My work also extended to editorial production for book projects such as Sifra Lentin’s Bombay's International Linkages, where | coordinated design and formatting to bring

archival research into a polished, reader-friendly form. Beyond individual outputs, | contributed to the consistency of Gateway House's digital publishing standards by
standardising templates, improving visual coherence across briefs, and enhancing the navigability of online content.

This experience deepened my expertise in translating policy into narrative and data into story—a skill set that sits at the intersection of communication, design, and advocacy.

It affirmed my conviction that visual and editorial strategy can expand the reach of policy knowledge, mobilising not only experts but also wider publics in debates on India’s
global role.



HAITI: Slow reconstruction,
corruption, foreign interference

COLOMBIA: Corruptionw
education deficit |
VENEZUELA: Hyperinflation,
starvation, no oil investment

ECUADOR: IMF-imposed
austerity measures

CHILE: High cost of living,
looming heath care crisis, post-
Pinochet disappointment

UNITED KINGDOM:
Second Brexit referendum

SPAIN: Jailing of Catalonian
separatist leaders

ALGERIA: Sell-off of state
assets, corrupt ruling clique

leaderless, youthful, persistent

2

|
LEBANON: Lack of basic
services, unemployment,
outdated political system

W FRANCE: Yellow
. Vest movement;
- high cost of living

A § |

EGYPT: Corruption
in public funds
and repression o

- IRAQ: Lack of basic services,
unemployment, outdated
political system

HONG KONG: Extradition

bill, high cost of living g\

b

UINEA: Abuse of democracy,
constitutional change

INDONESIA: Imposition of - -
conservative Islamic norms

T o @

~ ”~

GLOBAL PROTESTS: 7

Research by Sukhmani Sharma
and Alexander Webb
OCTOBER 24 2019

In collaboration with researchers Sukhmani Sharma and Alexander Webb, this is an example of a data
visualstion project, mapping and simplifying complex research
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An excerpt of an inforgraphic that breaks down
India’s Evolving Fintech Laws.
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These outputs enabled researchers and journalists to cite Gateway House publications more easily, strengthening the think tank’s
visibility in public debate. There was also a significant increase in readership of the Gateway House Weekly Briefing produced by
the website and publications team, aimed at civil servants and students studying for various civil service exams.

Colleagues noted that the visual consistency | introduced became a template for subsequent policy briefs.



4: Pedagogic Design: The History of Ideas

exist&
resist&

indigenize&
decolonize

The course History of Ideas, was designed as a pedagogical exploration in “re-learning” history through a decolonised lens. It invited students to interrogate the
politics of how history is told—tracing continuities from feudalism and colonialism to contemporary crises—while critically examining the silences and biases

embedded in mainstream narratives.

Pedagogical strategies blended lectures with archival media, interactive case studies, and digital humanities tools. Students explored comparative crises (e.g., the
Black Death and COVID-19; the Great Depression and the 2008 Financial Crisis) to understand how narratives shape public response and collective memory.

Visual culture, from medieval tapestries to protest art, was analysed as a political archive.

The course foregrounded questions of race, decolonisation, and feminism: What if colonial famines were narrated not as “natural disasters” but as engineered
political economies of starvation? How might Partition histories shift when read through women’s testimony and artistic memory? By reframing canonical events,
the course equipped students with a historical consciousness attuned to power, resistance, and cultural memory.

This design embodied communication as pedagogy—inviting students to not only consume narratives but to reimagine them, a practice deeply aligned with
feminist knowledge production. Read the entire course module here.



https://www.daniellasingh.com/general-1

5: Writing Samples and Published work

My writing has consistently explored the intersections of art, history, media, and politics, with an emphasis on how narratives are constructed,
contested, and remembered. The following selected pieces exemplifty my commitment to feminist, decolonial, and critical perspectives:

e Anticolonial Art: Frida Kahlo and Amrita Sher-Gil

A comparative essay examining how both artists employed visual language to challenge colonial aesthetics and articulate new identities for
women. The work traces how Kahlo and Sher-Gil inscribed personal histories into collective struggles, situating their art as political testimony rather
than mere biography.

¢ Social Response to Crisis: The Bengal Famine

A historical analysis of the Bengal Famine of 1943, interrogating state policies, colonial economic structures, and cultural representations of famine.

The essay argues for recognising famine not as a natural disaster but as a politically engineered crisis, with devastating implications for how we
understand state accountability today.

e Semiotics, Fake News, and Propaganda on Social Media (published at the KC College Symposium)
A contemporary study of disinformation ecosystems, using semiotic analysis to decode the symbols, language, and strategies deployed in fake
news circulation. The piece highlights the ways in which propaganda exploits cultural codes and digital platforms to manipulate public discourse.

Together, these works reflect a trajectory of research and writing that bridges theory with socio-political realities. They reveal my investment in
uncovering silenced histories, critiquing media systems, and amplifying perspectives that resist dominant power structures. This body of work informs

my approach to communications and advocacy: treating words and images not only as representations, but as instruments of solidarity and
transformation. Read all my written samples here.
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